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In the latter week of April, 1871, the Alaska and Benicia,
then lying together in the port of Yokohama, were ordered to
repair to Nagasaki. They sailed the same day, a few hours
apart, and on gaining the open sea the fires were hauled from
under their boilers, as sail was made to a fine breeze, which
hauled to northeast, freshening with the barometer falling, which
is a bad sign in those seas. Notwithstanding this unfavorable
sign, sail was not reduced below royals, as the crew was unusu-
ally smart in handling sails, and the typhoon season still some
two or three months off. Under such circumstances, sailors run
over in their minds and draw all the comfort possible from the
well-known doggerel verse relating to hurricanes, found in all
treatises on the weather at sea:

"June too soon;
July stand by;
August look out, you must,
September, remember;
October, all over."

The distance to be traveled was several hundred miles against
the strength of the great Japan Current, which is the Gulf
Stream of the Pacific, flowing northeasterly along the coasts of
China and Japan. The" sea to be traversed was narrow and
somewhat dangerous in bad weather or in gales on account of
the outlying islands to the eastward and southward. In weather
such as obliges a ship to "lie to" this close sea is an ugly place
with the strong currents. All went well, however, and, though
the passage was rough and wet, both ships reached Nagasaki on
April 30th, only an hour or two apart.

Within a few days the Colorado, with Rear Admiral Eodgers
on board, came in, accompanied by the Monocacy, Commander
E. P. McCrea, and the Palos, Lieutenant Charles H. Kockwell.
Our Minister to China, Hon. Frederick F. Low, with two secre-
taries, Messrs. Drew and Cowles, and two Chinese interpreters,
were on board the Colorado. All intercourse with the Korean
authorities had to take place through the medium of the Chinese
idiom, and this fact explained the presence of these interpreters
on the staff of the minister. It was not difficult to guess, under
these circumstances, what the squadron's destination was to be,
but in the many expressions of opinion about this there was someem quickly need not be ex-
